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Staff
Sarah Johnson, Director
Molly Carbonneau, Assistant Librarian
Cherie Compton, Library Clerk
Elise Frook, Library Clerk
Shannon Johnson, maintenance/janitor/IT
Charles Chapman, gardener

Board of Trustees, 2020 calendar year
Deb Novak, President
Apryl Schwarz, Vice President (through Nov)
Debbie Bullock, Secretary
Sally Miller, Liaison to the Foundation
Brandon Thompson
Karen Schotsch (began in Dec)

Volunteer staff
Michael Bullock, 7 years
Dawson Coon
various other short term volunteers
121 total volunteer hours

Board of Trustees, 2021 calendar year
Deb Novak, President
Brandon Thompson, Vice President
Karen Schotsch, Secretary
Sally Miller, Liaison to the Foundation
Debbie Bullock

Secret Garden Committee
Kristi Godown
Margaret Nichols
Beth Wilkins, II

Geneva Public Library Foundation
Paul Bixby, President
Linda Heinisch, Vice President
Angela Ruhl, Secretary/Treasurer
Karla Jacobson
Vicky Strothkamp

Accreditation and Continuing Education
Library Accreditation, Gold level for 2018-2020, COVID extended the expiration date to 9/30/2022
Library Board Certification, expires 9/30/2022
Public Librarian Certification
Sarah Johnson, Level 5 certificate, expires 10/1/2022
Molly Carbonneau, Level 1 certificate, expires 7/22/2022
Cherie Compton, Level 2 provisional certificate, expires 9/30/2023
Red Cross CPR and AED certification

Book Recycling
The library accepts donations of books and limited other materials from the public, year round.
Occasionally items are added to the collection, while the majority of items are placed on the annual
used book sale. A total of 3,275 items were donated during FY2020-2021, a 12 percent increase over
the previous year. These items, plus materials removed from the library collection, generated $611.05
from the December 2020 book sale (a 25 percent increase) and a net income of $87.51 (a 68 percent
decrease) from a third-party vendor that sold the materials online.

Meeting Room Reservations
Board Room
Small Meeting Room
Large Meeting Room

FY2020-2021
25
106
284

FY2019-2020
21
127
262

FY2018-2019
18
144
304

FY2017-2018
26
130
388

Programming Highlights, New Resources, and Special Events
The Puzzle Swap turned one year old with 58 puzzle swaps
throughout the year.
An estimated 400 youth visited the library during the Scare on the
Square event!
The library celebrated its first DINO-VEMBER. Small dinosaurs
were hidden throughout the library each week in November and
library visitors were encouraged to find the dinosaurs and report
what mischief they were up to. This provides a talking point to an
area of the library that people may not know about. We had 170
youth and 16 adults participate throughout the month.

Dinosaur chefs working hard in the
cookbook section.

In December, library staff put together 25 Make
& Take activity bags each week for youth to
complete at home. They were very popular!

Each of the December Make & Take activity bags
contained the materials and instructions needed
for one project.
In May and August, a series of “Smartphone Basics” classes
geared toward senior citizens, were held at the Senior Center and
at the library, which utilized library staff, Parks & Rec staff, and
the City Clerk/Treasurer. A total of eleven classes were held,
covering 17 total instructional hours and reaching 63 people.
More classes and broadening to more topics continued into the
next fiscal year.

Smartphone class participants
practice taking and editing photos.

For the past several years, the library has offered the “Food For Fines” program throughout May. This
allows people to bring in new, nonperishable food items to have overdue fines waived on a library
account. In 2021, a total of 147 pounds of food was donated to the Can Care-A-Van.
Many summer reading events occur throughout June and July.
This year’s theme, “Tails and Tales” offered many animalrelated stories, crafts, and activities. A toddler storytime was
held each Tuesday featuring many stories, games, and a craft
project. The Stories & More weekly program was geared
toward elementary aged youth and featured S.T.E.A.M.
activities and read aloud storytime. Several of these schoolaged activities were hosted in partnership with the Fillmore
County Extension Office. A total of 14 storytime events was
held, cover 10 ½ hours of activities with 176 attendees.
Summer reading ended with the annual hot dog picnic and
prize drawings in the Secret Garden at the end of July.
LEGO® Night was restarted in May, after almost a year hiatus.
This event occurred on the fourth Thursday of each month and
offers drop-in building activities for all ages using LEGO® bricks
and DUPLO® blocks.
Several youth took advantage of opportunities throughout the
summer to learn how to use the vinyl cutter, making
personalized door hangers and piggy banks with individual
training time.

The June 8 storytime featured four
special visitors: seven-week-old
Bernese Mountain Dog puppies,
raised by Charity Lovan.

After being postponed for more than a year, the
library hosted a Humanities Nebraska speaker
event in early June. Local celebrity Helen Waring
Johnson presented a program about Nebraskanative and musical artist Weldon Kees.

The Succulent Workshop brought many new
faces into the library and was enjoyed by all.

A new type of program for all ages was
introduced in September: a succulent and cactus
workshop. In partnership with Barbur Floral,
eighteen attendees painted and decorated clay
pots and then planted a succulent from a wide
variety of options. Charlie Barbur helped with
potting and gave instructions on how to care for
the plants. Attendees purchased 30
container/plant sets and were anxious to know
when the next event would be.

In September, the library relaunched the monthly Teen Activities Group nights. An average of ten
middle school teens attend for a mixture of activities, games, and snacks. The most requested activities
are hide-and-seek throughout the building or capture the flag in the Secret Garden.

Library staff continued outreach activities at Heritage Crossings throughout the year. Heritage staff did
a marvelous job helping with checkouts and circulating materials when library staff continued to not
have access to the facility. Home delivery of materials to homebound residents of Geneva began this
year with four to six deliveries each month.
The Fillmore County Newspaper Archive (http://fillmorecountyne.advantage-preservation.com/) has
seen significant use throughout the year. Over 109,000 records were accessed from this full-text,
searchable database of all known newspapers published in Fillmore County between 1872 and 2017.
The 2018 issues of The Nebraska Signal were also submitted to be digitized and added to the database
collection.
Capital Improvements
Major capital improvements to the library that began
in the previous fiscal year were finished this year.
This portion was almost exclusively funded through
the USDA Rural Development’s Community Facility
Grant Program. The major technology upgrades for
all three meeting rooms were completed in February
2021, and the interior of the north entrance received
an incredible facelift when all the woodwork was
completely refinished, in August 2021.

70” televisions with HDMI connections are now
available in both the Small Meeting Room and
Board Room.

Alan Hoffstetter refinished the
landings, stairs, railings, and trim
work in the north entry with
amazing results.

The team from Yanda’s Pro Audio & Video install
the new retractable screen, projector, and sound
system in the Large Meeting Room.
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Library Finances
Revenue
City of Geneva total amount budgeted to the library
Chelsea Township
Madison Township
Stanton Township
Library State Aid
Fines and fees collected
Donations collected
Nonresident fees collected
Secret Gardener wages and misc. income
USDA Community Facility grant
Total revenue
Expenditures
Salaries and wages
Employee benefits*
Library materials in print format
Library materials in electronic format (OverDrive)
Library materials in audio or video formats
Facility expenses
Utility expenses
Office and library supply expenses
Postage expenses
Telephone expenses
Contracted expenses (elevator, fire, sprinkler, exterminator)
Computer expenses (library software, hardware)
Electronic access expenses (internet, domain name)
Continuing education expenses
Misc (cleaning supplies, publishing fees, programming) **
Total expenditures

FY2020-2021
$206,250
$150
$150
$150
$1,182
$1,785
$3,055
$360
$2,342
$35,108
$250,532
FY2020-2021
$98,497
$30,038
$19,033
$500
$1,102
$6,663
$7,162
$4,152
$627
$1,564
$2,148
$2,553
$685
$569
$39,799
$215,093

*This number is higher than previous years because health insurance was included for the first time.
** Expenses later reimbursed by the USDA Community Facility grant included here.

Geneva Public Library Annual Report
for the Fiscal Year October 1, 2020 to September 30, 2021.
Library Collections
Books (Print format)
Number held at end of previous fiscal year
Number added during year
Number withdrawn
Number held at end of current fiscal year
Books (Electronic format)
Number held as part of the Nebraska OverDrive group
Audio (Physical units)
Number held at end of previous fiscal year
Number added during year
Number withdrawn
Number held at end of current fiscal year
Audio (Electronic format)
Number held as part of the Nebraska OverDrive group
Video (Physical units)
Number held at end of previous fiscal year
Number added during year
Number withdrawn
Number held at end of current fiscal year

FY2020-2021
16,209
1,221
909
16,521

32,021

1,007
92
309
790

20,017

3,891
244
269
3,866

Video (Electronic format)
Number held as part of the Nebraska OverDrive group

188

Serials (Print subscriptions of magazines and newspapers)
Number held at end of previous fiscal year
Number added during year
Number withdrawn
Number held at end of current fiscal year

34
3
4
33

Serials (Electronic format)
Number held as part of the Nebraska OverDrive group

3,693
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Library Services
Number of registered borrowers
Number of NebrasKard registrations issued this fiscal year
Number of annual library visits
Number of public internet computers
Number of uses of public internet computers
Number of library materials borrowed from other libraries
Circulation of adult materials
Circulation of adult downloadable materials
Circulation of children’s materials
Circulation of children’s downloadable materials
Number of programs targeted to ages 0-5
Total attendance
Number of programs targeted to ages 6-11
Total attendance
Number of programs targeted to ages 12-18
Total attendance
Number of programs targeted to age 19+
Total attendance
Number of general interest programs
Total attendance

FY2020-2021
1,636
7
12,958
12
3,189
348
10,858
5,044
5,307
1,401
7
53
17
871
3
15
14
109
2
69

